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tion: that the standard of nature is of necessity "absolutely individualistic" 
(p. 8). In particular, the sacrifice of one's own life seems to him beyond 
justification in any such scheme. For the individual, he says, thereby effaces 
"all possibility of further realizing his spiritual and bodily powers" (p. 43). 
Two possibilities are here overlooked, which the ethics of naturalism has by 
no means overlooked: first, that the nature of man may be essentially social, 
so that it is only in self -forgetful endeavor that its noblest possibilities are real- 
ized; and, secondly, that it may belong to the nature of man to die, and to die 
after a certain fashion. Is it, after all, so great a paradox: that it is possible in 
dying to realize humanity in its fulness? 

So much for disagreements, which — it will be understood — are a measure 
of the stimulating and provocative charm that the essay has had for me. It 
is a fine piece of scholarly work in a field from which we, as philosophers, have 
much to learn, and in which, unfortunately, few of us are competent to labor 
for ourselves. 
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